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June 21, 2012 

Pierre Delforge of the Natural Resources Defense Council joined the call to explain the 

ENERGY STAR Computers 6.0 voluntary standards and to ask for our support.  After 

some discussion, the consensus was that we would support it, but we also wanted more 

harmonization for future standards. 

Aung Tu volunteered to write the letter for NRDC.  After a few edits were incorporated 

as suggested by the members of the EEC committee, I signed the letter and forwarded it 

to NRDC on June 22.  A copy is attached. 

Pierre also asked for our input and support for DOE’s battery chargers rulemaking.  A 

copy of his email is attached. 

Arnold Alderman had forward information to all members on 2012 ENERGY STAR 

Products Partner Meeting.  This was discussed very briefly.  Arnold will advise us as 

there are updates. 

Discussion of the web site, the improvements to the energy efficiency database and the 

EEDBR system were postponed at the last meeting because neither Arnold Alderman nor 

Dusty Becker could participate.  Because Dusty was still absent, this will be carried 

forward to July.  Arnold noted that improvements to the energy efficiency database that 

had already been approved were progressing. 

I reported that there was some interest in the Alternative Energy Committee about a 

database for Alternative Energy standards.  It is unclear whether they contemplated 

adding that information to our database or whether it would be separate, using the same 

template.  All is preliminary, so we have no action until they decide. 

Contact has been made with EPRI regarding the Workshop for APEC 2013, and they 

seem to be enthused.  We have three contacts,  

"Symanski, Dennis" <dsymanski@epri.com> (Primary EPRI contact) 

"Vairamohan, Baskar" <BVairamohan@epri.com>, 

"Fortenbery, Brian" <BFortenbery@epri.com>  

We had our first meeting by teleconference on June 11, with Arnold Alderman, Mohan, 

Mankikar, Dennis and me.  We have scheduled the next teleconference for June 29, but 

the date will change if necessary so that Dusty Becker can participate. 



 

We discussed the Industry Session for APEC 2013.  The theme is “Power Management,” 

and we have the following preliminary agenda: 

1. Power Management for cell phones. 

We will try to get someone from ARM or an ARM licensee, such as TI 

2. Power Management for processors 

I believe that we will have a speaker from AMD 

3. Dr. Fred Lee has agreed to present on power management within the data center 

rack. 

4. A “Green Data-Center.”  Possibly Dusty can suggest someone. 

5. A “Green Factory.”  Mohan had a suggestion, and will try to find a speaker. 

6. The role of energy storage in power management. 

7. Power Management in “The Grid.”  EPRI will be asked for suggestions. 

8. The influence of regulations, incentives and social consciousness on power 

management. 

We have only 7 time slots, so one will have to be deleted, perhaps 3., in view of 4. 

Other possible topics are a futuristic zero net energy house or power management in a 

micro-grid. We originally wanted a time slot for alternative energy (solar, wind, etc.), but 

in the interest of time, those topics will have to be within the other topics. 

The next meeting will be Thursday July 19 at 10 AM Central Time. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edward Herbert 

Co-chairman. 
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The PSMA Energy Efficiency Committee’s consensus is that the technical merits of the proposed standards, including the 

new 10% load requirements, are sound and should not pose an insurmountable implementation barrier for the industry. 

 

From a higher-level point of view however, there was concern over harmonization of the standards such as: 

• Differing measurement methods between internal and external power supplies (at 20%, 50%, 100% each for IPS; 

average of 25%, 50%, 75%, and 100% for EPS). 

• DOE Level VI proposal has no power factor (PF) requirement (it should).  

• DOE rather than ENERGY STAR is proposing a Level VI standard for EPS (possible confusion for suppliers). 

 

While the PSMA understands that there are historical reasons for differing measuring methods, we strongly encourage 

harmonization of future standards if possible.  

The PSMA Energy Efficiency Committee 

 

Edward Herbert 

Co-chairman 

About PSMA:  PSMA is an active organization consisting of power supply manufacturers, users, power component 

suppliers, academics and consultants, interested in furthering the cause of the power supply industry. It is a non-profit, 

democratic and participative organization, whose main and common goal is to enhance the stature of the power supply 

industry and provide education and information about this unique industry through published reports, educational seminars, 

technical workshops and conference exhibits.  PSMA provides leadership to the industry through its members, which include 

most major power supply companies.



 

From: "Delforge, Pierre" <pdelforge@nrdc.org> 

Subject: DOE battery charger and EPS proposed rule 

All, 

Following up on our second discussion point yesterday, here’s some background and our request for 
assistance on DOE’s battery chargers rulemaking. 

In our discussions with DOE, they made is clear that AHAM’s arguments about the lack of nickel-based 
chargers on the market today that use charge control or that have battery capacities higher than 20 Wh, 
that meet CEC levels, is an issue for them to consider adopting CEC levels. We believe there must be 
some products, and indeed DOE does have a few in their market assessment, but their tear-down did not 
find them to be cost-effective. So we’re looking for additional inexpensive nickel-based chargers that meet 
CEC standards. 

More specifically, we need battery chargers that meet the following criteria: 
- NiCd or NiMH battery chemistries 
- Meet CEC levels 
- Preferably inexpensive products  
- Include some chargers with battery capacities > 20 Wh, but don’t limit it to those 
- Include chargers with charge control (or fast charging capability which is likely to mean that they 

are likely to have charge control) 
- Battery charger classes 2, 3 and 4 per DOE product classes, with the priority on BC2 which 

represents the largest savings opportunity: 

 BC2 BC3 BC4 

Criteria < 100Wh, < 4V < 100Wh, 4-10V < 100Wh, >10V 

Representative 
product 

Phones (cordless, 
mobile) 

Power tools Notebooks 

Other top 
products 

Smart Phones 
Digital cameras 
Answering 
machines 
Bluetooth 
headsets 

Camcorders 
Toy Ride-on 
Vehicles 
Portable DVD 
player 

Pro power tools 
Netbooks 
DIY power tools 
Handheld vacuums 

I’d be happy to provide any additional background on the DOE rulemaking, and further details can be 
found in the TSD and NOPR documents at 
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/appliance_standards/residential/battery_external_nopr.html 

Thanks for your assistance with this! 

Best, 

Pierre 

Pierre Delforge  
Natural Resources Defense Council | Center for Energy Efficiency Standards 
111 Sutter Street, 20

th
 Floor, San Francisco, CA 94104 

415-875-6139 | pdelforge@nrdc.org 


