
On behalf of Ralph Kerrigan and myself I would like to thank those that joined us at our APEC committee 
meeting to set the agenda for the upcoming year. We had a very energetic and decisive discussion 
covering many issues. The next meeting is on April 25 at 10:00 Central time. 

Here are the highlights: 

We will hold a Workshop for Capacitors on the Saturday just prior to next year's APEC. This all day 
session is a paid function which will include informative sessions, demos, and meals. We will be working 
with the Magnetics Committee which will be holding their 3rd workshop next year. We plan to use their 
format and Lessons Learned to get things started. It has also been suggested (by the Magnetics 
Committee) that we could share a banquet room for breaks/food/drinks with all of the demos from both 
workshops in that same room. The best news was we have 2 gentlemen that volunteered to lead the 
planning: James Lewis from Kemet, and Pierre Lohrber from Wurth. From a high level we anticipate 
most of this Workshop will be an overview for design training with Caps. Items like Challenges in our 
industry, discussing different market's needs, and possibly a panel discussion. As an alternative we may 
switch this to an all day seminar which could be held on Sunday or Monday. 

Additionally, we committed to performing 2 or more Webinars. Ideally we would format these Webinars 
with subjects that will be expanded on during the Workshop. If timing becomes an issue we will move 
forward on the planning of these regardless of where the Workshop planning is at. We would, however, 
like to use the Webinars to advertise the workshop if at all possible. 

Finally we will also have an Industry Session at APEC 2018. Typically we only hold Industry Sessions every 
2 years, but with the interest and excitement level for Capacitor subjects it was agreed that we should 
have another one next year. Note: Our 2017 Industry Session was one of the last ones held at APEC 
Thursday afternoon, and we averaged about 60 people per presentation. 

Here are some Industry Session Ideas and details: 

1) The session will need to be held on Tuesday because it is presumed that several of the technical folks 
working in the Workshop will also be speakers at our Industry Session. 2) We will probably take one 
speaker session to review what we did at the Workshop, and if we are planning a second obviously 
mention that too. 

3) We will try to avoid having Industry Session speakers present the same material as what was given in 
the workshop. 2 reasons for this, first the presentations really need to be significantly watered down 
due to the short timing of the Industry Session, and second the workshop participants paid money over 
and above their APEC registration so when they see the same material in the Industry Session they 
wonder why they spent the extra money for the Workshop (Magnetics had this reaction this year since 5 
out of 7 presentations were repeats). 

4) Latest Advances in Wide Band Gap Technology 

5) Have a Market Segment Theme. Caps in Automotive, Caps in Medical, etc. NOTE: This format could 
also be used for our Webinars and Workshop. 

6) PCB to the SUN - focus on Caps in Renewable or Sustainable Energy 



We also discussed the possibility of sending out a Capacitor Survey on Linkedin to get input on Webinar 
and Workshop themes. We will need a volunteer!!!! 

The Magnetics Committee will be sending out a survey trying to plan for their next year's Workshop. We 
have several additional questions we would like them to ask (exact wording is open): 

1) Would you attend the Capacitor Committee Workshop instead of the Magnetics? (we want to learn if 
our Workshop will significantly impact the attendance of the Magnetics Workshop) 

2) Thinking about the Capacitor workshop what topics would you like covered? 

3) Did you attend the Capacitor Industry Session at this year's APEC? 

We have a lot of work ahead of us, but given the excitement level I believe that we have the necessary 
support to get these activities planned and successfully run. Both Ralph and I look forward to your 
participation at our next conference call. 

--  

Regards, 

Fred Weber 
Future Technology Worldwide 
 


