PSMA Industry-Education Committee Minutes

8 April 2026

Attendees

Ada Cheng
Alan Cooper
George Slama
John Horzepa
Jose Gonzalez
Mike Hayes

Next Meeting
8 May 2026 Need to select interns

John: Add Aditya Singh to committee distribution list

PSMA Student Internship

Participating Committees: Energy Harvesting, Energy Management, Magnetics, &
Semiconductor

Applications open on April 15 & close on May 6 (3 weeks)

Ada: worked on initial application “form”

Mike: drafted a preliminary call for interns

Ada: finalize call for interns and application form based on inputs from committee
John: Post call for interns and application form on April 15

Target motivated graduate students (e.g. APEC Rising Stars)

APEC Student Attendance Support (SAS)

Selected 60 recipients from 225 raw applications (193 qualified [86%])! New record!
About 6 recipients did not show up at APEC

Roughly 600 students registrations (about 1/3 applied for support & 10% granted)
Recipients notified via email by PSMA (mentors@psma.com): 12 rejections (17%), 60
acceptances (15 countries)

Recommend selecting at least 72 recipients in voting process next time for alternates.
Need to update online application to enter more graduation month & year.

Opportunity to recognize 54 winners publicly on APEC website (otherwise on PSMA
website)

Jose: verify this can be done on APEC website

John: send final list of recipients for recognition to Ada

Significant difference in registration rates between IEEE student registration ($450-575)
and non-member student ($850-1150 = early non-member registration!). Encouraged
recipients to join as IEEE student member is generally less than $50 (depending on the
country).

All sponsors have increased the support amount by 25% to $1250 for APEC 2027+!
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APEC Student Mentorship

Record participation! 36 mentors & 37 students signed up, but only 34 mentors &
mentees actually attended APEC.
21 SAS recipients signed up as mentees (roughly 35% of all SAS recipients; 60% of all
mentees are SAS recipients)
Mentees came from 11 countries; Mentors from 8 countries (42% from research [31%
Academia, 11% Industry Research], 58% from Industry [50% Product, 8% Service])
Congratulations to Tyndall for contributing the most mentors! Apple was second!
Student mentorship posted on PSMA website: https://www.psma.com/technical-
forums/education/mentoring and APEC: https://apec-conf.org/attendees/special-events-
social-activities/mentorship-opportunities/
Q4 2025 Newsletter article: advice for
mentors https://www.psma.com/HTML/newsletter/page9.html
Mentorship room assigned (Room 209) with 4 low cocktail tables & chairs, sign in QR
code

o Career options & 3 actual PSMA member job postings on walls

o Articles (PSMA Industry-Academic Collaboration, 5 from Bob White)

o Used for kickoff meeting, class photo, & raffle prize pickup
Mentees have until April 20 to submit their completed mentorship workbook guides to
determine final winners and APEC Rising Stars
Based on WiPDA input: Make mentorship open even onsite at APEC (signup in two
phases: traditional matchups based on interest & requests by Feb. 9; afterwards paired in
order of signup)
Prize raffle (tote bags and $10 cash) for feedback at APEC (WiPDA used 40th pin &
PSMA stickers)

o Some winners donated their $10 prize back to the prize pool so was able to extend

the number of winners.

WiPDA Student Mentorship

Stephanie Watts-Butler agreed to co-chair and be the face of PSMA

Held in Burlington, VT on 26-28 October 2026

Bi-Weekly committee meetings established for Tuesdays at 2pm (Central).
Need PSMA PoC

Renee: Add Ada & Stephanie to distribution list

APEC Young Professionals (YP)

Xiaonan Lu to coordinate between sponsors?

Brian Z 1s PSMA’s PoC

Achref Selmi (on behalf of IAS) led efforts for Monday night APEC 2026
PSMA will lead for APEC 2027 (Dhaval as general chair)

PELS will lead at APEC 2028 (Deepak as general chair)

Expand mentorship to cover YP at APEC 2027?

Perhaps better to encourage YPs to mentor students instead
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o Expand student internship program for YPs?
o Develop articles or training for YP?

APEC WIE

o Breakfast featured speaker Seema Bakshi

o Networking event - new

e Renee created LinkedIn post to show PSMA’s
support https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7446963787418497025
/

e Travel Grant - selected winners (YP & students)

e Need PSMA PoC

Affiliate-Education Member Dues Waiver
o Inputs to board: participation & inputs
e Encourage academic participation/contribution
e Consider dues waiver term limit
e Annual renewal with short application
e John: Add to board agenda for April

o PSMA wants more engagement than just financial support
e Wants Industry Judges from PSMA for each stage

o Final Stage: 13-17 July 2026 @KU Leuven in Belgium

e Career Coaching for APEC 2027

e Mentorship Room Access

e [FEC 2027 Chair has not been identified, but the topic has
e Brian Z is PSMA’s PoC

Future plans

e Improve industry-education collaboration
o Article in Q4 Newsletter https://www.psma.com/HTML/newsletter/page10.html
o US Affiliate-Education members anxious?

o Committee is encouraged to provide inputs, suggestions & proposals
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