
——— Meeting Minutes ——— 

Date: 12 February 2026 

Attendees:  

• Ada Cheng 

• Gerry Moschopoulos 

• John Horzepa 

• Mike Hayes 

• Renee Yawger 

 

Next Meeting: (in person) 

March 24, 8:30-10am CT; Grand Hyatt Riverwalk, Mission B 

 

Future plans (Ran out of time in January meeting so moved to beginning of February meeting) 

• Recruit YP/Student participation & input 

• Encourage a student and/or YP to attend PSMA committee meetings to give 

young people perspective 

• Encourage young people perspective (as a rising star?) at the annual meeting at 

APEC 2027 

• possible incentive: attendance support to APEC 2027 or speak at Industry session 

• Start small (1-2) at up to $2-2.5K each? 

• Mike: draft a special project to get board funding for March board meeting 

• IFEC 

o Career Options 

o Mentorship Room 

o IFEC 2026 Chair is open to increased support in career options 

o IFEC 2027 has not been identified 

o Renee will address the students at opening. 

o Brian Z will judge 

• Improve industry-education collaboration  

o Article in Q4 Newsletter https://www.psma.com/HTML/newsletter/page10.html 

 

APEC Student Attendance Support (SAS) 

• Selected 60 recipients from 225 raw applications (193 qualified [86%])! New record! 

• Recipients notified via email by PSMA (mentors@psma.com): 12 rejections, 60 

acceptances 

• Recommend selecting at least 65-70 recipients in voting process next time for alternates. 

• Need to update online application to enter more graduation years. 

• Some rejected students wanted to recommend a substitute which defeats the intent to get 

the original applicant to attend. 

• Opportunity to make winners public? (Maybe after APEC given the churn - roughly 17% 

rejection rate so far) 

• Significant difference in registration rates between IEEE student registration ($450-575) 

and non-member student ($850-1150 = early non-member registration!). Encouraged 
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recipients to join as IEEE student member is generally less than $50 (depending on the 

country). 

 

APEC Student Mentorship 

• Online applications on PSMA website: 25 mentors & 32 students signed up so far 

• 21 SAS recipients signed up as mentees (roughly 35% of all SAS recipients; 66% of all 

mentees are SAS recipients) 

• Posted mentorship webpage on PSMA website: https://www.psma.com/technical-

forums/education/mentoring (includes online applications) 

• Student Mentorship now posted on APEC: https://apec-conf.org/attendees/special-events-

social-activities/mentorship-opportunities/ 

• Q4 Newsletter article: advice for 

mentors https://www.psma.com/HTML/newsletter/page9.html 

• Mentorship room assigned (Room 209) with 4 low cocktail tables & chairs, sign in table 

o Career options & actual PSMA member job postings on walls 

o Ada to reach out to PSMA members in March 

• Finalized mentorship workbook guide & emailed to all mentees 

• Emailed all signed up mentors with paired mentees; Need at least 7 more mentors! 

• Based on WiPDA input: Make mentorship open even onsite at APEC (signup in two 

phases: traditional matchups based on interest & requests by Feb. 9; afterwards paired in 

order of signup) 

• Need an incentive for feedback at APEC 

o Prefer raffle for nice incentive(s) rather an a cheap item for all responses 

o Offer Trader Joes tote bags or up to 5 cash prizes; budget = $100 

• Encourage more mentors to apply! 

 

WiPDA Student Mentorship 

• Q4 Newsletter article features 3 winners and 3 mentors nominated for 

recognition  https://www.psma.com/HTML/newsletter/page8.html 

• Emailed all participants the results 

• WiPDA 2026 organizing committee is forming now 

• Ada: reach out to Stephanie Watts-Butler if she would be willing to co-chair again. 

 

APEC Young Professionals (YP) 

• Xiaonan Lu to coordinate between sponsors, but still somewhat chaotic 

• IAS will take the lead for APEC 2026 with Achref Selmi scheduled for Monday night 

• PSMA will lead for APEC 2027 (Dhaval as general chair) 

• PELS will lead at APEC 2028 (Deepak as general chair) 

• Expand mentorship to cover YP at APEC 2027? 

• Develop articles or training for YP? 

 

APEC WIE 

• Breakfast will feature speaker Seema Bakshi 

• Networking event - new? 

• Travel Grant - selecting winners (may include students as not enough young 

professionals applied) 
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• Tried to encourage fewer winner with more substantial travel grant amounts 

• Special project passed PSMA board 

 

Affiliate-Education Member Dues Waiver 

• Inputs to board: participation & inputs 

• Encourage academic participation/contribution 

• Consider dues waiver term limit = 1 year 

• Short application to reapply for waiver 

• Keep it simple 

• Ask about contributions to PSMA 

• Ask if a PSMA member can endorse him/her 

• If unqualified for dues waiver, can pay normal dues 

• Add to board agenda for March 

 


